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FROIC PATTLES OF THE
LIFE -SAVING SERVICE

F YOU run through the history
of the 1Milted Siates [Ife saving
pervice, you will And that, with
the exception of opocanlonal
wilely aoparated years the
coanl of Massachusetin layn
clatin W mors  disasters  than
any stretch of sealman) within
the scope of beach patrol, Long

Inland and New Jersey dot el

repled This s partly on &
count of the particularly heavy
seadrafe In the vicinity, but It

Is chiefly due to Cape Cod It
ta this crowkead finger of Innd 'hat has bec koned
s thousand ships to their doom and which In the
bollowa of Ite dJunes bLolds many & lrag atory
of lves snuffed outl lu desperate grapple with
wave and wind

The night of Tuesiay March 1, 1M1, was
wild and slormelreawn Running up along the
coart, the ocean-going tul Sweepatales was mak
Ing bad weather with her tow of the two big
barges Wadena and John Fitesatrich For
bours tha tHpleetpanalon sngines of the (ug had
bevy Burning bher screw in the drift t e
beavy bead sea and sbortly bhefore daylight her
caplain discoversd that ahe was naking head
Ay Ha lecidad to lle ta and wllie Teel
ing alwut for an Anchorals the gloot the
barges ran aground on the wdige { Rhove!ll
Bkoal »® the southern eud of Monomoy island
Maspsrhusetls

When Aaylight came the craw of the Monomoy
s sarving station boarded e harges but nding
it lmposaitile to foat them the Food thle, Wwok
thnir rews Arhore

It was slx days (ater that thes disaster o
cureed Wreche pent from [lomton ware Al
work on the barges The £ Petor Rmitl “As

on the ground baving replaced the Swespstakes

(m the nlght of the 18tk the weather thickened
and A Enle { in It the pon
The night Aree - ot jent, bt

on the morning of the 1Tth Kasper Eid

the M noy siatl ecalip! a telephoue frote
the captalt f the Smith sshing hin ! wvery
thing was all right on the Wadena This alarmed
Fldridge. as he &34 pot! anow any one lind beed

ialt the bLarge all nlgbt He started At ones
for the polnt of the laland three liea awmay, o
ook over the slitastlor The Wadeun lay hall
a tille off shore from thae point She secemad 0
be tiding easlly on 15e bar ¢ the distress was
fiving from ber rigging This wase & sigual Kid
ridge 3id not ik e

It was & terrifie - g the Lreaksrs that
rolled In sctoss the shoals to the Wadena, but
the feanvers r ahed it and Dul thelr boat
utider the lee of the Darge at aloul noon Keep
or Fldridge then dltected the eni 10 god 1o the
purfhoat and told thmw that he W {1 take thet
asliore The rall of the £ large was A doser
feet Prom the water and! 't was hers that the
e e Legab

1 vwered themaalves over

The met 6 tha barge

alde on & rope, but aa Captaln (isen & Very large
man was haltway down, he lost his hold and fell
on the second thwart of the Iifeboat Dbreaking
it and making !t lmposaible ftor the rowers 1o
use It i addition, the boa! was crowided and
the wind, which had been o teutarily increas

the wind

fag. was tumbling hugs o«
ward of the barge [t was
of hreakers that I was necessary
capped crew of the Ilfesaving

thelr overloaded boat, and made & awifl
atd able attempt to accompliab [t AL the instant
the starboard oarsmen wers swinging the head of

into this mae:strom
for the handl

station to pull

they

the lifeboat to meet the aes, & glant comber [ifted
pnder the guarter and dashed a barrel of water
overside THhat was the signal for a panle among
the reacued men that, before It sitbslded. cost
twelve llves

The Portuguese wreckers 'n a frenay of fear,

atood up in the boat, rocking It 1o and fro In
thelr endeavors to escape the momentary {nrusb
of water., and though the [fesavers fought to
for<e them !nto the bhottom of the craft. this

could not be done befors the nent sho dering

wave caught the bow of the boal, swung her
broadaide and turned her aver
Then enwsued a desperiate struggie lor Iile A

bundred yards to leewand the Uifvakers wers
smashing themselves Into white foam on the bar
There was Just one chance in a mwillion that the
boat could be righted before the sea carried her
into them. Once she reached them |t would be
all over Hampered by the wrechers, the e
savers fought desperately in minutes
Jeft bafore the combers should be reas hed
times they righted the boat and strove berol ally
to btall her but each time she was again over
turned They were fghting the lsst tragie fight
whet they wers swept into the amothering foam
of the bar

Al that instant seven men, Including all from
the Wadena, went to face thelr maker. Five of
the hardiest of the lifesavers stl!l clung to the
eapsized boat They were Keeper Fldridge and
Surfinen Ellls, Kendrick, Foye and Rogers. By &
superhuman offort Kendrick crawled to the bot-
tom of the overturned craft, but the next sea
awept him to joln the seven who bad gone a mo
ment before. Foye was the mnext “Good-by,
boys,” he ganped as a smother of foam took him.
That left Ellls, Rogers and Eldridge the keeper,
and EXiridge was fast losing strength

In a brief lull In the wash of the sea, Ellls
erawled to the bottom of the boat. Helow him, a
foot away, Wwag the keeper, a friend since boy
bood. At the risk of his own life. Ellls dropped
nto the water agaln, pushed Kldridge up on the
bottom with his last strength, and again erawled
out him#ell. The next second a sea washed both
off and the keeper, after losing and regalning his
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ETAs; n the gunwals sevelal ne
in the masistror f watler Tha eft Fllia nuid
Hogers, & big and wary sirobg ma

in this desperate motwent NHogers o ew lils
arms arvund the other surfthn & neck in 3 e
griy. For mowments, while the wea battersd and
the foam strangied Y key fought the Iawl
grim Nght for JUe, § hreak s & ! his
fremsind mrade Hogers to retals Suddetily
when 11 seemnnd 102t Iw st drowe Hogers
strength left him His & . e i wYes
ginged I'm going he gasped and sank

A moment laler the at drif'=ad Ina re of the
outer breakers and for a fef apace was 0
gt her waler ¥ille nnce more crawlad oul on
the bottorn atd succesded IB | ing the center
board out s that he could hold an to It and bef
ter alntaln bis position

SNow ¥ w réne ar that Al the 'Ime f
the stranding of the Wadena the John | Fits
patrick ér sipter bLargs bad alno Eone AKr d
She had gone over the outpr bar and was lying
bet=wern !t And the inner hreakors On bonard ber
was Capt Kl r F May { C"hathn Lt
in charge of lightening her *ha FltIDa k WAS
po far away from the W ] ' ajitain May
and tw . ' wh mnolé W t ot
s 1he fesaving Al & {id thay Have
apv k wladgs of the £ trageiy that was beiD
enas ted r KNI K ove bie " aptaln
Maro saw Af vert ol o hont w A alogie
man clinging to It

The '.'dlsv! aat waa some distance from the
harge. but May 11d not healtats ] ge1 that
fellow he ADIN od liy

('n the deek of the PILIPAIFICK ay A small
twelve foot dory, the unly lwoa abos, ' a totally
unfit craft for the furfous sea that was thundering
across the shoals  Kicking off his bhools Mayo
and the other mets, who begded him not Lo g0 ne
It would be certaln deaih, ran the dory oversl 1o

How the capialn of the wrecking crew kept his
fragile craft afloat, those who watched him
the Fitgpatrick coul! nover understand But be
Atd keep her afloat, and the set of the tlle and
the gale carvied hi dowp towarnd the apeined
Heboat to which Ellia clung now with the (ast
of hin ebhbing strength

The lifesaver sald afterward that he saw a
dory thrown over the slde of the Fitrpat K As
he Arifted near her but that & woment laler the
sciid and the spindrift were drive: thick
sanelessly before hls eves that he aaw th
uptl] suddenly out of the mist & tin bbbt
boat loomed a doren feo! awa)y I'hen the oceu
pant of this bost shot her skiifully alongs e the
swamped fe-boat and the evhausted surl 1 P
pled Into her

Mayo, with the half.cans T fesnver ing
Heaip In the bottom of the dor hoad kept hin word
to his matex on the Flrzpatrick

Veceasarlly the most thrifling s o b
const watchers are n which ss of Iife is
entalled and fore, It eiite, they Are

accounts of the fallures
they

fee  Dut are atories of noble fallures and
behlnd
those of death

Perbaps one of the greateat of these (8 wovem
about the carser of Captain David H  Atkine, us
til November 30, 1880 keoper of the Peaked Hill
Par station, Cape Cod

This man had followed the sea from boy hood
whaling, fshing and coasting In 1872 he hecame
keeper of the Peaked HII Bar station

Then came a wild day In April, 159, and, &s
it appears In the chronleles of the department
at Washington, "a blot fell across the record of
Keeper Atkins™

On this April day the Schooner Sarah | Fort
stranded near Peaked Il Har A terrific sea
coupled with an onshore hurricane and & tempera
ture very low for the time of the year. faced At
kins and his crew as they discovered the schooner
and took thelr apparatus to the beach

Without hnlinﬂnn the keeper ordered the surf
boat launched, but the sea was #0 heavy that it
was thrown back on the beach Time and again
in they twenty hours of watching and battling with
the storm that followed the keeper ied his men
tnto the breakers with the boat, but each time
they wers beaten back, drenched with the winter

some of them lle tragedies other than
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ehi=- 1
he \ sau burle @ ahor “F CTew
Wele p i ul L vwe frox L1ie r and
& boat was shalle AL niita Atkine and
\ eti. having ea'en nothing since the evel
g lLefure, spent falut, heartalick, had Deer bal
wd and had to « re the mortifoat ! "
K A rppoue e by an W T Niteer
#w in a fresh ! ght frog s Y .
' tiE r ' ¥ lint L U .
wre Ight hnve e ' ' .
ife - (3 | ¥ Atkins fa ' i ¥
the |.¥le gun wi W recent ' { v
the station. through a singuiar noa vl n of
s pOWErs
It was & hitter | r e sorvice : lefrat
f " en hy & W ntear -
The kht fF Nowve er M . whe t
" A Dnad Ka LT b [ nurf Ver
" ter ha 44 Penke Ar 1
fimen Maher and Nelley left it ,
k t ke the Netwi ward
patr Ko# sinrte ir !
he 414 oard the sin 5 V L
Whig LR  § s AbDUY r
W ¢ BAW " ghiw f & P -
ol K Mahe 1 it r L] 4]
fow he Lea | ne his int I A\
ATRIDA § el al e ® 3 f ' t
@ At (3 kxed A
Liey waile poaile fi» tradiide W
proved ' iR 1 E { K
1 M The . anned ' 1]
o at f whiat K ‘ er
n L n Keeps ATK J f
Ty e In . 4. perhape i L1
* 1salah Younx e of " » he
narrative O A AL his . A vk
he Tle RBaving Reg L 11 reads
IRUT r-"'.. the Vs a - = T "
ty the eaptnard We wept off ! L1 g
take advn go of the tide that wr T E 1
he sastward between the bar and the shore It
was low tlle The =ea Wwas » hoor "
shore, but n the bar, where the veds 1
was roush # igh to bhe dangerous
We hai »d p from the hoat ! he bow
Iapped or her quarter Koeper AtK viled
to thetn 1 mp in
Wao { four persons Phin trig { ot
have cot eff more than Afteen minites
Whi v pulled up Wga wite rilig thromn
A I'ny stoond In the bow with th ine resdy
ey caulioned Keope Atk { HH L
AT e = i ' " ' ha
bt | wiil 1 t T 4
) p the | when a LITL# i
the st hrew @ sfe {1k t '
toward the om ns the vesse [ \
and the ! n went It t wAter
is the ugel rolled to windwar a1l
r a It i ar the k
ke b nd threw ave
W the boat over, right =i AT
W tt 10 K t 4 i % T |
Al ve how " ) 4 |
igh H 1 ¥ ! tw A i
rolled Ver BRAalr We B0t E 3 Wt
washed * 1wo or three tites D t
for the L I asked Muvo t frike aith o
as I knewn bim to be At excs H @ st Wut
he satd that we could not | 'L | onch the
shore o he wotild stay b he lipat Keeper
Atkins 1 holding by the boat
Kills vl already struck 1 1 hea "
groan neat me as 1 started, but did nol see h
1 anwn A gup In the beach which must have
been Ulara low  two miles from Station
No, T Wi three sess Trom the shore

my sight began to fafl and =oon 1 o \1d wea noth

lng. Wit 1 kept swimming

I recollect Surfman Cole saving., For God's
gakeo, Isalah. Is this you? and of his taking me
up 1 kpew nothing more until 1 found myself

in the station, after belng resyscltated. [ should
think that | remained by the boat half an hour
before 1 struck out  The cork belt was all that
enabled me to reach the shore The cork belts
In the boat are & good thing and should be kept
on.'

Thus Keeper Atkins died with his boots on, as
he #ald he woukl die If necessary, In the per-
formance of his duty
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HOW TO CUT AND PACK THE SIL
AGE—-COOPERATION PAYS

By €, M. Eckies, Professer of Dairy

Musbandry, € ege of Agricu
ture: University of Mizsouri
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Ontdoor siseping  pofches are a

ated as an aid to healtr B
but {1 has rever [\ providl that
plements + the better for standing
asut 'n all kinds of weathes

(Mlesnliness and cold are the great
faotors in keeping milk and cream
good during bot weathe!
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